
Sample Interdisciplinary Unit – Dystopian Societies 
9th Grade Global Studies 

9th Grade English 

 

Power Standards (based on Iowa Core) Addressed 

o 9.04 - Compare and contrast various political and economic systems 

throughout the world and define the rights and responsibilities of the 

individual. 

o 9.05 - Recognize the patterns of interactions among individuals, groups and 

institutions and how they will impact future generations.  
o 9.06 - Assess, analyze and evaluate information from various sources to answer 

questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.   

 

Essential Question 

o Why were your dystopian novels written and how do they relate to real life 

societies?  

 

Learning Outcomes 

o Students will understand several countries political ideologies 

o Students will compare and contrast real life political ideologies to the societies 

described in their literature circle books 

 

Common Core Standards Addressed 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or 
economic aspects of history/social science 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 

of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and 

origin of the information. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize 

key points or advance an explanation or analysis. 

Materials 
o English Materials 

o Literature Circle Books 

 The Giver 

 Anthem 

 Animal Farm 

 Fahrenheit 451 

o Literature Circle Discussion guides 

o Global Studies Materials 

o Computers 

o Guided notes/practice on North Korea under the Kim Dynasty and China 

during the reign of Mao Zedong  

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/5/


Summative Assessment  

o Develop a paragraph using all of the English writing skills that answers the 

essential question 

o Items assessed: 

o Ability to develop a claim based on the essential question 

o Use text evidence from both the literature circle novel and the research 

done in Global Studies to support your claim 

o Use commentary that ties the text evidence to the claim 
o Includes a thoughtful conclusion statement the relates back to the claim 

o Includes the correct tone and conventions needed for a successful 

paragraph – no 1st person, signal phrases, transition words, and 

academic language.  

 

Formative Checks for Understanding 

o Standing Meeting 

o Walking Review discussion questions 

o Bell Ringer literature circle discussion questions 

o Progressive Writing  

 

Procedures/Inquiry Research Guidelines 

o Students will just be finishing their literature circle novel and discussions when 

the Global Studies portion of this unit will take place 

o Students will get background knowledge in lecture form on both North Korea 
and China.  This will show students how there are real life societies that have 

dysfunction and could ultimately be considered a dystopian society.  

o Key vocabulary will be looked at and related to the literature circle novels in a 

small group setting. 

o Communism 

o Socialism 

o Fascism 

o Democracy 

o Individualism 

o Collectivism 

o Propaganda 

o Censorship 

o Conformity 

o Students will take the key vocabulary, background knowledge on China and 

North Korea, the essential question and their guided notes sheet to begin 
researching real world societies gone wrong.   

o If students are not interested in learning more about North Korea and China 

they can research one of the following societies gone wrong: 

o Germany during the rise of Nazi Power 

o Italy and Fascism 

o Russian Revolution (especially if their literature circle book was Animal 

Farm) 

o The key is to find enough research from their real world society to be able to 

answer the essential question.  Make sure to remind students through their 

research that they show focus on the purpose of relating their real world society 

to their literature circle book.  

 



Dystopian Society Simulation 

o Before the paragraph writing students will also engage in a simulation to get a 

real life understanding of how easy it is to abuse power. 

o Students who are in Global Studies will be enforcers of the rules – each class 

will have a set of five rules to promote equality in the society, the rules will be 

enforced which will naturally lead to corruption. 

o Students who are in English will be the workers.  They have a task of creating a 

structure that honors the society’s leader.  They will essentially need to create a 
piece of propaganda promoting the supreme leader of the society.  They will be 

given advantages and disadvantages based on the enforcers rules to create a 

more equal society. 

o Discussion will follow around what equality truly means in a socialist or 

communist society.  Also, discussion will take place around how easy it is to 

abuse power if you are an enforcer.   

 
 

 


